BIRD 2013

NUMBERS

CLUJ - ROMANIA
BOOK OF
ABSTRACTS

CONFERENCE OF THE

—|9TH

EUROPEAN BIRD CENSUS COUNCIL



Index

PROGRAMME ... e 3
ORAL PRESENTATIONS ..o 11
POSTER PRESENTATIONS ..o 85
WORKSHOP ABSTRACTS e 139
AUTHORS INDEX e 149

BiRD NUMBERS 2013

«Every bird counts”

19" Conference of the European Bird Census Council
Book of Abstracts

17—-21 September 2013 « Cluj — Romania

Editors: Zoltan D. Szabd, Verena Keller, David Noble, Judit Veres-Szaszka

Scientific Organizing Committe:
Verena Keller (Chair), David Noble (Secretary), Lluis Brotons, Ruud Foppen, Henning Heldbjerg,
Mikhail Kalyakin, Ake Lindstrém, Petr Votigek, Zoltan D. Szabd

Local Organizing Committe:
Zoltan D. Szabé, Teodora Domsa, Beata Nagy, Gabor Boné, Cristi Domsa, Eva Vancsa, loan Coroiy,
Judit Veres-Szaszka, Dan Hulea

Recommended citation:

Zoltan D. Szabo, Verena Keller, David Noble, Judit Veres-Szaszka (Eds.). 2013. ,Every bird counts”.
Book of abstracts of the 19" Conference of the European Bird Census Council. Babes-Bolyai Univer-
sity, Romanian Ornithological Society / BirdLife Romania, Milvus Group — Bird and Nature Protection
Association. Cluj, Romania

ISBN: 978-973-0-15428-3
Cover design: Kdnczey Elemér

Layout editor: Kolcza Matyas Barna
Printed by: IDEA Design & Print, Cluj-Napoca, Romania



BIRD NUMBERS

Kovacs, Istvan?; Boné, Gabor*; Daroczi, Szilard J.%; Dehelean, Luca A.*; Dehel-
ean, Andreea S.*; Ddsa, Attila?; Filop, Attila*; Hegyeli, Zsolt*; Kelemen, Marton
A.%; Kis, Réka B.*; Komaromi, Istvan S.*; Olvedi, Szilard Zs.*; Nagy, Attila*; Papp,
Tamas?; Zeitz, Robert*

2, Milvus Group” Bird and Nature Protection Association; 540058; Mdrton Aron street nr. 9/B; Térgu Mures;
Romania; istvan.kovacs@milvus.ro

Surveying soaring birds in three large areas
of Transylvania, Romania

Information on population size, species distribution and relative densities inside a pro-
tected area are essential for the proper management of birds of conservation concern.
We aimed to determine these parameters for 5 species of birds of prey (Lesser Spot-
ted Eagle, Golden Eagle, Honey Buzzard, Short-toed Eagle, Peregrine Falcon) and the
Black Stork in three large study areas (600—3400 km?) in Transylvania, Romania. After
analyzing priorities, we developed a method, which allows relatively precise determi-
nation of distribution and local densities, for both common and rare species, at the
expense of the precision of population estimates. The method is a mixture of territory
mapping and point count, with a single set of observations, covering a large proportion
of the study area. In one of the study areas precise information was available on the
existing Golden Eagle and Peregrine Falcon pairs, which allowed us to test the efficien-
cy of the method. Additionally we also investigated, whether the length of the obser-
vation (3 hours) is appropriate, and if the time of the day has any effect on the counts.
The method slightly overestimated the population of Golden Eagles and slightly un-
derestimated the population of Peregrine Falcons. Between 80-85% of all individuals
were observed within the first two hours of observation, however the third hour helped
considerably in the determination of the number of pairs. Morning counts were sig-
nificantly higher, than those in the afternoon. Our results suggest that the method is
capable of delivering high quality information on the distribution and local abundance
of both common and rare species, and is also useful for estimating an approximate
population size, making it an appropriate candidate for surveying large areas.
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